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inspect, including Charles Bonaparte (afterwards Prince of
Canino) and Murchison.

" The first operation we underwent (one which I never
repeated) was to go down in a diving-bell upon the cavity
by which the Thames had broken in.   Buckland and Feather-
stonehaugh, having been the first to volunteer, came up with
such red faces and such staring eyes, that I confess I felt
no great inclination to follow their example, particularly as
Charles Bonaparte was most anxious to avoid the dilemma,
excusing himself by saying that his family was very short-
necked and subject to apoplexy, etc.; but it would not do
to show the white feather; I got in, and induced him to
follow me.    The effect was, as I expected, most oppressive,
and then on. the bottom what did we see but dirty gravel
and mud, from which I brought up a fragment of one of
Hunt's blacking-bottles.   We soon pulled the string, and
were delighted to breathe the fresh air.

" The first folly was, however, quite overpowered by the
next.   We went down the shaft on the south bank, and got,
with young Brunei, into a punt, which he was to steer into
the tunnel till we reached the repairing-shield.   About eleven
feet of water were still in the tunnel, leaving just space
enough above our heads for Brunei to stand up and claw
the ceiling and sides to impel us.    As we were proceeding
he called out, ' Now, gentlemen, if by accident there should
be a rush of water, I shall turn the punt over and prevent
you being jammed against the roof, and we shall then all be
carried out and up the shaft!'    On this C. Bonaparte re-
marked, ' But I cannot swim !' and, just as he had said the
words, Brunei, swinging carelessly from right to left, fell
overboard, and out went of course the candles, with whichnd, and which gave the first connected account of these rocks, with
